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SPEECHor
Mr. C Hudson of Massac husetts.

ON THE PORTION OF THE PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE RELATING TO

THE MEXICAN WAR.
Delivered in the House of Representatives of

the United States, Dec, 16 1846.

The House, in Committee of the Whole hav-
ing under consideration the proposition to refer
the President'sMessage to the different commit-
tees

Mr. HUDSON addressed the House as fol-

lows :

Mr. Chairman: I am fully aware of the char-
ges which I shall draw down upon myself by
expressing the views which I entertain upon
the subject now before us. The President of
the United. States himself has set us the
sxample of denouncing as traitors all those
rhojiaretosffisJv their minds upon this floor

and in IhiA count rv: and his tlattprpr hprN-Jiav-

followed his example. But 6ir, none of the
things move me. I look with equal indifference
upon the denunciations of the President and of
his flatterers on the floor. I will speak my sen-
timents here or elsewhere,and I will speak them
freely. If I believe the Executive is wrong in
any of his measures. I will make the declaration.
If I believe he has unsurped power, and trampled
upon the Constitution ofthe United States,none
of the denunciations or sarcasms of gentlemen
on this floor will deter me from giving full ex-
pression of my views and feelings. Nothing,!
say, that the President can say or do, will deter
me in any degree from a full and fair express-
ion of my own opinions. Has it come to this.
Mr. Chairman, that a President can arrogate
to himself the war-maki- power, can trample
the Constitution under foot, and wantonly in-

volve the nation in war, and the people must
submit to this atrocity, and justify him and his
coorse,orbebranded as traitors to their country?
Why, sir if this doctrine prevails, the more cor-

rupt and Administration is, if it bus the power
or the daring to invole this nation in a war
without cause, the greater is its impunity:
from the moment it has succeeded n commit
ting that outrage, every mouth must ba closed,
and every one must bow in submission. A doc-

trine more corrupt, was never advanced; a
sentiment more dastardly was never advocaca-le- d

in a deliberative assembly Gentlemen,
who profess to be the peculiar friends of popu-
lar righth, may advance doctrines of this char-
acter, and they may be in perfect accordance
with their views and feelings, and in conformi-
ty with their democracy, but I have too much ol
the spirit which characterized our fathers to
submit la dictation from any source whatsoev-
er whether it be a foreign monarch or an Amer-
ican President.

I believe, Mr. Chairman, the first principal
tleclaraticn contained in the message of the
President thai the war exists bv the act of
Mexico, and that we have taken ;.! honorable
means to preventit,tobcanMn.'A and entertain
ing thct epinij:i, I will declare it here; and 1

will endeavour, in the short time allotted me,
of the reasons which lead me to

Sat conclusion.
As to the course, sir, which I shall pursue in

future in reference to the prosecution of this
War, I will say in advance, that I shall judge
for myself when the cases come up. I will en-

deavor to do the best I can for the occasion:
to do my duty faithfully under aU the circum-
stances. But, sir, I believe that, if any of our
revolutionary patriots were upon this floor; if
they stood here representing eny portion of the
people, North or South and my friend over the
way the Chairman of the Committee on Milita-
ry Affairs, should come forward in the name of
the President, and ask for an increase of the ar
my. or a now levy of volunteers to prosecute
such a war as this any one of them would say
to him, as the stern old Roman said to the em-

issary of the Cesar:
'Bid him disband his legions;

"Restore the Commonwealth to liberty,
Submit his actions to the public censure

"And stand the judgement of a Roman
Senate:

"Bid him do this, and Cato is his friend.
"Nay. more; though Cato's voice was never

raised
"To clear the guilty or to varnish crimes,
"Myself will mount the rostrum in his favor,
"And stiiveto gain his pardon from his peo-

ple."
Such, I believe, would be the lannguage

and feelings of those who fought the battles of
freedom or deliberated in the halls ot Congress
in the early days of the Republic. But enough
of this.

The message, Mr: Chairman, declares "that
the existing war with Mexico was neither

"desired nor provoked by the United States; on
"the contrary, all honorable means were resor-"te- d

to avert it." This declaration I pronounce
an absolute untruth; and it will be the object of
tny remarks to sustain this position. I believe
the President in making that declaration, has
made a statement which is not supported, but
is in reality contradicted, by the facts in the

low does the President attempt t sus- -

lin this declaration? Why sir the first charge
he brings against Mexico is, that she has com-

mitted spoliations upon our commerce, and has
refused to make reparation. Now my first re-

mark in relation to this part ofthe message is,

that it, is hardly magnanimous in the President
of the United States to go behind the treaty of
of 1839. Suppose Mexico was guilty of faults
previous to that period, she confessed those
faults in that treaty and promised reparation.
That should have induced him to ftop short
at that period. By the treaty of 1839, a joint
commission was created to examine and audit
the claims of our citizens. Thit commission
remained in session until the expiration ofthe
period to which it was limited by the treaty;
and they awarded to our citizens $2,026,139.
Mexico represented to us subsequently that,
owing to the embarrassed state of her finances
she could not conveniently make these

at the time specified and another trea-

ty was entered into by the two Governments

in 1843, in which it was stipulate that Mexico
should pay the interest on this sum up to

1843, and then pay theprincipal,with
accruing interest, in five years to be paid in

auarterlv instalments. Now,I do not justify
Mexico in the course 6he had pursued subse-

quently to this treaty. I am willing to admit

that her conduct deserves rebuke and censure.

At the same time I am compelled to acknowl-

edge that there ale ?ome circumstances in this

case which go to rrtitigate the enormity of her

proceedings. Suchas the condition ofthe
affairs of that country'Aand such the desire of

her Government to meeVlbe instalments provi-

ded for in that treaty thiSanU Anna levied a

'orceJ ban, apportioned arapng several ofthe

provinces or departments of that Government,
for the express purpose of meeting this idemni-t- y.

The first three instalments were paid prom-

ptly at the time When the fourth fell due Mex-

ico was embarrassed in her circumstances, and
unable to meet the demands of our citizens.
Thisstdteof things continued until another
three months expited, when another instalment
was payable. She was unable at the time to
meet this demand in money; 6he however, con-

tends that she paid the fourth and fifth instal-
ments, and shows the receipt of an agent ap-
pointed by our Government to that effect. That
agent however, contends that he received cer-

tain orders or drafts on mercantile houses,
having a lien upon the Mexican Treasury, and
that these drafts have been dishonored. But
let us hear his own words upon this subject. .

Mr. Voss, our ageut, savs in a letter to Mr.
Slidell:

"For the avowed purpose of liquidating the
"recognised American claims, General Santa
'Anna, the head ofthe Mexican Government,
'in May, 1843, decreed the collection of afor- -

njsJ loan, to be distributed in certain proposi- -
"tionstfiSPugh tne departments ol this Repub
lic, and pafid atperiods corresponding to those
"stipulated in thec$vention to that effect with
"theGoverment of theilnited States This
"measuressentially unpopular,ffftJild only have
"emanted from a govermentas ab?oiT?rS- - thjt
"of Santa Anna then was; and even v, ih twfi.
"aid of his unlimited powers, was very impe-
rfectly enforced; while the temptation to a
"misapplication ofthe funds collected amidst
"the difficulties by which Santa Anna was 6ur- -

rcunded, is sufficiently obviou? From these
"concurring circumstances the Mexican Go-
vernment was absolutely unaole to pay the in-

stalment which became due in April, 1844;
"and in July of the same year, when another in-

stalment should have been paid, the incapacity
"of the government 1o fulfil its engagements
"had become still greater. The arrears due at
"that period, on American claims, amounted to
"027 4,664 67."

"AboutMhis time public attention was dire-
cted to the Texas question with renewed force
uand amidst the angry excittmcnt which it

the press found a popular theme

"for complaint in the payment of the Amer.
"can claims, and freely advocated its

Here we have the declaration of our agent
on the spot that the failure of Mexico is in
some degree at least chargeable upon ourselves
We all know that prior to April 30, 1844, the
period at which Mexico became delinquent, a
treaty was got urclandestinely by the President
of the United States for the annexation of Tex-
as to this country. It is true that that treaty
was rejected by the Senate. But it was imme-
diately made a question before the people, and
the candidate of one of the parties he who is
now the President of the United States was
nominated almost solely because he was pledg-
ed to annexation. All this was known inMexico.
She saw a direct attempt making bj our own
people to despoil her of what she regarded as
ona of her own departments a portion of her
own departments a portion of her republic
This would naturally produce an obstacle in the
way of obtaining the means to meet these in-

stalments. The Mexican Government appear
to hrive acted in good faith, as will be seen by
their having recourse to a forced loan; and it
was not until our folly and madness, in relation
to Texas, exasperated her people,that he Gov-

ernment failed to comply with its treaty stipu-
lations.

Though we were at peace with Mexico, and
Were required by law ot nations, and our treatv
stipulations, not to interfere in the contest be
tween Mexico and Texas, it is a notorious fact
that, from the commencement of her revolution-
ary struggle, our Government permttted our
citizens by companies to organize and embark
at noon-da- y for Texas, to aid her in her revo-ultio- n.

Newell, a citizen of the U. S. and now
a chaplain in our Navy, who spent some time
in Texas, and who wrote a "History of the
"Revolution in Texas," says, "not only in
"Louisiana, but in Tennesee, in Alabama, in
"Georgia, and in other States, volunteer

been enrolled, and money subscrib-"e- d

in aid of Texas. The chivalry of the South
"and West was roused, and impatient to rush
"upenher plains. Already had the New

Greys," and other volunteer companies
"from the States, won immortal honor in the
'fall of Bexar, &c." p. 74.

This interference in her affairs, followed by
the threatened annexation of Texs, would nat-

urally exasperate Mexico, and je'nder it more
difficult to obtains the means to pay this idem-nit- y

She was in fault in wis respect, and I
fear that an impartial world will not pronounce
us faui.less in this natter.

But for the sake of the case, I will admit
that Mexico was altogether in the wrong.
She failed to meet her just debts. But I main-

tain that this under all the circumstances of the
case, was no just cause of war. My friend
from Ohio (Mr. Giddings) alluded yesterday to
the repudiating States of the Union, and justly
remarked, that many of the gentlemen on this
floor, who were so clamourous for war against
M&rico,represented States which had failed to
pay their debts, and have given Great Britain
the same right to invade their territory and
bombard their cities, that we had to cttackMex-ico- ,

so far as the non payment of debts is con-

cerned.
I will allude to another instance of repudia-

tion. Mexico is not the only nation which has
committed depredations upon our commerce.
France towards the close of the last century,
had been guilty of the same acts of violence.
We demanded reparation at her hand. She ad-

mitted the justice of our claim; but for a valua-

ble consideration, we released her, and became
ourselves obligated to our citizens,who had been
despoiled of their property by France. And
what has been our treatment towards those citi-

zens ? We have turned a deaf ear to their pe-

titions for half a century. But during the last
session of the present Congress, a bill was pass-
ed granting partial relief to our injured citizens
And what was the fate of that bill after it left
this Capitol ? We all know that it was veteed
by the President. It was returned with objec-
tions of the most extraordinary character, the
principal of which were, that the amount due
was too large, and had been due too long, and
that probably Congress had not properly consid-
ered the subject. Here we see the President
of the United States pursuing, towards our
own citizens, the very course of conduct for
which he arraigns Mexico; and according to
his own doctrine, they have as just a cause of
war against him, as we have against Mexico,
on account of her indebtedness.

Another cause of war was set forth by the
President, is the refusal of Mexico to receive
Mr. Slidell. Mr. Chairman, I do not propose

a

to go into a detailed examination of the corres-
pondence upon'this subject.

I will simply say, that 'Mexico apprized this
Government in advance that the annexation of
Texas would be regarded by her as an act of
hostility. When Texas was annexed, the Mex
ican minister resident in this country demanded
his passports and left the Country; and thus
diplomatic intercourse between this Govkand
Mexico ceased. Our Government subsequent-
ly sent a message to Mexico to ascertain wheth-
er 6he would open diplomatic relations, and
receive a minister from the United States.
TheMexican minister informed us that,although
Mexico has just ground of complaint against
the United States lor her conduct in relation to
Texas, she would receive a commissioner to
treat n that subject. And whenever Mexico
spoke of receiving an agent from this Govern-
ment, she was careful to use the term "com-
missioner;" and when there is any explanation
whatever, any thing to fix the meaning of the
term, it is commissioner to treat on the very
subject which had been the cause of the suspen-
sion of diplomatic relations. A minister was
sent to Mexico, but in what character did he
appear ? In the character of a special commis
sioner 1 No: he went as an"envoy extraordin
ary and minister plenipotentiary,"to reside near
the Government of Mexico. He was author-
ized not to treat specially upon the subject which
had interrupted our diplomatic relations, but

"ifppn all subjects in dispute bet ween two Gov-

ernment's and he demanded a reception as a
resident minister in Mexico, clothed with full
powers.
To his request Mexico replied, that the inter-
course bet ween twoGoveramcnts was suspended
on account ofthe annexation ol Texas, and if
they were to receive a minister resident in the
country,it would be confessing that annexation
was no just cause for the recall of their minis-
ter; and that they could not do it consistently
with their honor and with the usage of nations:
that they would receive a commissioner and
they made this declaration to the last a

to treat upon the subject which had
interrupted our relations; and when that was
disposed of, they would receive a minister resi-

dent. Now, it may be said, that this was spec-

ial pleading: an after-thoug- ht on the part of
Mexico. Well, suppose it was; was there not
something ofthe same character on our part
They declared to the last that if we would send
a commissioner to treat upon the subject which
had interruptnd our diplomatic relations, they
would receive him; and when that was
disposed of, they would receive a minister
resident. We insisted that they must be a min-
ister resjdent,or none at all. Now, here are the
facts in "the case. I do not undertake to decide
which was in the right, and which in the
wrong: there seems to be a little special plea-
ding on both sides of the question. One na-

tion or the other ought to have yielded. With
our meaiio, our character and standing before
the world, we could have afforded to be gener-
ous, better perhaps than Mexico.

Admitting,however, that Mexico was more!
in the wrong than wc, 1 contend that there was
no just cause of war in this case. Any nation,
if she pleases, has aright to in an inde-

pendent position, and refuse to open diplomat-
ic relations with other Powers. It may be un-

wise in them to do it; but I have yet to learn
that it is a just cause of war. There has been
a little black republic in our own neighborhood
with whom we have refused to interchange
these civilities. The subject has frequently
been brought up in the House, and voted down
by the very men who feel so indignant towards
Mexico because she would not receive Mr. is'li-de- ll

as resident minister. China, I believe, to
this day, receives no minister resident near her
seat of government from any nation whatever.
This may be folly, but il is not such a crime as
will justify a war.

But the gravest charge brought forward by
the President,and one which deserves more con
sideration than any other, is this: Mexico pass
ed the boundary of the United Slates, invaded
our territory, and shid American blood upon
American soil. If this charge was sustained, I

admit that it would furnish a just cause of war.
But this statement of the President, bold and
frank, plain and intelligible as it is, is unfortu-
nately wantingin justice and tnith. The facts
in the case do not in any degree sustain the
Presidenbut they are totally irreconcilable with
his position, as 1 shall attempt to show.

Mexico passed our boundary ! Our anny,by
the unjustifiable orders ofthe President, passed
the boundary of Mexico. Mexico commenced
hostilities ! The President himself was the ag
gressor. He ordered the army into Mexico; he
commenced hostilities, not only without law,
but in direct violation ofthe first principles of
our organic law exercising the war-maki-

power, and thereby trenching upon the peroga-tiv- e

of Congress; and that too, while they were
in session. and could have been consulted at any
moment.

This is a just statement ofthe case. I will,
however, give the President the full benefit of
all the arguments he employs, and all the
statements he makes in support of his posi-

tion.
In the first place, however, I wish to say that

Texas, whatever were her boundaries, held
by the right of revolution. As my friend from

Tennessee (Mr. Gentry) observed, just as far
as she extended her authority by the sword,and
was able to maintain her jurisdiction, there her
boundaries are to be sought. It matters not

whether she was originally bounded by the Nue
ces or the Rio Grande; the question as to her
original boundary is entirely superseded. She
--ebelled against the parent country; and just
so far as she extended her arms and maintained
her authority, just so far were her boundaries
extended. She held her territory by the title
by which she held herself the right of revolu-

tion. But, while her boundary was formerly the
Nueces, I admit she did extend her authority
over that river, so as to include Oorpns Ghnsti,
and a few small settlements on the western
bank of that rivrr. I make this statement in

advance because the argument of the President
which I shall have occasion to notice here-

after, requires that this fact be kept distinctly
in view.

I say then, that the boundary of Texas, in
this part of her dominion, was confined within
the immediate valley of the Nueces. She made
se veral attempts to extend her authority be-

yond, but she was unsuccessful: her forces did

in some instance, penetrate into the country
beyond that valley, but they were utterly des-

troyed, captured, or put to death: and in every
expedition beyond that point Texas utterly
failed.

But now for the Presidents arguments in sup
port of his position. And what are they 1

Texas (he says) was included originally in tne
Louisiana cession, Well, suppose that true
what then ? Why, it has nothing to do with

the question. If Texas once belonged to the
United States, it wa ceded to Spain,and hence
we have no claims to it on that accout. Then
the President speaks of the treaty with Santa
Anna. 1 shall not) Mr. Chairman, dwell upon
the subject My first remark is, that there
was no treaty made with Santa Anna nothing
that deserves the name of treaty. In the sec-
ond place, he was a prisoner, and so not com-
petent to treat; and, third, if a treaty had been
made and ratified, that treaty wao violated by
Texas herself; for one of the principal reasons
why Santa Anna was induced to enter into
that treaty, arrangement, or whatever it may
be called, was, that he should be liberated and
sent under the protection of Texas to Vera
Cruz. He did embark for that city, but the
populance demanded his detention, and he was
brought back into Texas and kept a prisoner
in close confinement. He himself makes this
charge against the Texan Government, and the
President of Texas admits it to be true, and re-

grets the occurrence. So that, if a treaty had
been entered into the violation of treaty by Tex-
as is a good reason why it shot 11 have no bin-

ding force. But there was a treaty; there
was an arrangement, no doubt between General
Houston and Santa Anna: but what is perfectl-
y' conclusive upon this subject is, that this very
agreement provided that it should be submitted
to their respective governments for ratification,
and Mexico refused to ratify, it, and hence it
was null and void.

But the President says that the Texan Con- -

gressj in 1836, when fixing their liuiit6,declared
that the RioGrande,tioin its mouth to its source
was their western boundary. And he spreads
this before the country and before the world as
an argument to justiliy us in our claims to the
Rio Grande. Now Mr. Chairman, if the Pres-
ident of the U. States,a lawyer in his own coun-
try, should be called upon by one of his clients,
and asked whether he could prosecute a claim
successfully against a neighbor to a portion of
land; and at the same time should inform him
Mtf lie had no other title to it than the declara-
tion ofthe individual from whom he had receiv-
ed his quit-clai- deed, do you suppose he could
hesitate a single moment in telling him he had
no cause whatever? I do not believe that there
is a pettifogger in the country who would hes-

itate to declare that there was no foundation
for the claim. And still tlie President of the

States, the head of a great nation, in a
public document, spread before the country and
the world, as a justification o' an act of war,
brings forward that consideration as evidence
thai the. country to the Rio Grande was ours !

Who docs not blush for the honor of his coun-
try under circumstances like these!

But the President says this was claimed by
Texas that Texas declared the Rio Grande to
be her western boundary. Well, Mexico de-

clared the Sabine to be her eastern boundary.
And what does that prove ? As much in the
one case as in the other. The declaration of

Mexico is as conclusive as that of Texas; nei-

ther of them deserves one moment's considera-
tion. And the President himself, by admitting
that New Mexico was a department of Mexico,
and Santa Fe its Capital, and that it was con-

quered by our arms, virtually admits that this
argument is deserving no consideration. He
knows that boundary can be established only by
treaty or by the sword, and that neither of these
can be alleged in favor of the claim of Texas to
the Rio Grande.

But there is another argument of the Presi-
dent which deserves notice, and it is this: Tex-
as, says he, had extended her authority beyond
the JYueces, and, to sum up all his declarations,
because they all fall under the same general
principle, they amount to this: Texas had ex-

tended her jurisdiction beyond the Nueces; she
had a custom-hous- e at Corpus Christi, on the
immediate western bank of that river; the peo-

ple living on that river, in the immediate valley
ot the Nueces, had been represented in the Tex-
an Congress, and had assented to annexation to
the United States, and were included wichin one
of the Congressional districts of Texas: the
United States, by an act of her Congress, had
established a custom-hous- e at Corpus Christi:
all these things were just over the river, on the
west bank in the immediate valley of the Nue-
ces, and therefore therefore what? Thee
we had a title to the countrv rps lOOor 150

miles further, to the orande, where not one
of the will hold good! Beyond the
INueces, and therefore to the Rio Grande! Now
wbat kind of logic is this?

Why, Mr. Chairman, suppose that a question
had arisen before the Virginia portion of this
District had been involving the boun-
dary ofthe District, and it could be proved that
the district extended south ofthe Potomuc; that
Alexandria and Jackson city were subject to
the laws of the District; and from this it should
be inferred that the District extended to the Mis-

sissippi what would be thought of such an ar-

gument? It would be treated with deserved rid-

icule. But this is the logic of the message.
Beyond the Potomac, and therefore to the Mi-
ssissippiis just as sound as beyond the Nueces,
and therefore to the Rio Grande.

(To be Continued.)

Food for Reflection. Separate mankind
from each other as much as possible, and cut
off' the poor, the unfortunate, the degraded, and
the vicious, from the sympathy, the example,
the advice, the influence, of those more fortu-

nate, prosperous, or more virtuous. Build more
churches, so extravagant in expenditude that a
poor man dare not look into one of them; much
less ask a seat: cushion the seats with velvet;
provide splendid organs; give ministers good
salaries, good dinners, and confine them to the
circle of their s; and then marvel
that Christianity has so little influence in ma-

king poor men good citizens.

PATRICK TO HIS SWEETHEART.
You're a broth of a creature,
In form and in feature

It's myself that now tells the same,
And sure, now in troth,
I'll not be very wroth,

If you'll plaze me by changing your name.

A True Wife. The editor of the Boston
Chronotype has the right idea with regard to a

"stich in time." Hear him:
Show me the wife that's on her watch
For every little rent or scratch.
And cures it with a timely patch,

Before you know it;
She is a woman fit to match,

A iord or poet.

Mr. Wockhagenikedwegbitengstorben fell

down stars the other day, and broke his name

into three pieces.

Duelling bullets are now called, "half an
ounce of satisfaction."

Napoleon in his Youth.
AN UNPUBLISHED ANECDOTE.

Although Bonaparte was not perfect, yet his
faults were those of a nature noble and gener
ous, and rarely, if ever, merged into vices. I
knew h hit at the age when the passions habit
ually govern the reason with tyrany, and I can
well attest that he always overmastered his.

The seriousness of Bonaparte was so remar-
kable, that it called forth more than once the
banterings of his young companions; but he
was not of a character either to submit to rude-

ness, or become piqued at a Well intentioned
joke; but if they in their mirth o'erstepped the
prescribed bounds, his calm and dignified look
soon recalled them to order; thus, the young
lieutenant never allcwcd himself to be made the
butt of their raillery ; and those much older than
he was, and of a much more elevated station,
would cringe before the cold dignity of his
look.

Bonaparte was fond of literature and science,
and his favourite authors were those of the most
reflective and philosophic, and when he wished
to give himself up to dreams and imagination,
he read Ossian. He would have certainly have
read Byron with delight. He particularly dis-

liked all species of affectation. He expressed
his opinions briefly and intrepidly; even his love
letters were short, and said a great deal in a few
words, but these words were so energetic, that
they contained as many thoughts in one line,
as others would convey in one a whole page.

Bonaparte was a dreamer, and of a very ro-

mantic turn of mind. I have seen him remain
immovable for a considerable portion of time,
with his eyes raised to heaven, at the close of a
beauteous and quiet Italian eveningjand this
man, so determined, whose mind was occupied
with great, daring, and noble projects this
wonderful man was yet alive to all the most in-

tense delicacy of affection; and I have seen him
in after years, each night ere he retired to rest,
place the picture of his wife under his pillow, j

and even to the last year of his life he preserved
this sentimental disposition; and when he was
Emperor, I have heard him avow that his heart
throbbed with emotion, whenever he saw rush-
ing through the tress, the white folds of a fe-

male's dress.
Often have I seen him stop in some corner

of the park of Malmaison, to listen to the bells
ol'Rueil; and this man, whom they have dared
to accuse of being hut a comedian in religious
matters this man abominated infidelity or dcep-ticis- m

on any point, and despised a woman
thoroughly, who had not intense religious feel-

ings. He used to say that Italian ladies had at
least this advantage over the French, that tbr?
no sooner erred than they repented; and that
they really felt the remorse which a Frenchwo-
man only knows through romances or theatrical
representations.

"A woman without rerse, I have heard
him say, "is b" 6a(1 and miserable conquest.'

e many, many traits which I could
recite in order to prove this great man's exalted
notions of female delicacy. I shall confine my-

self to one which came immediately under my
own observation.

When he was at Toulon he was a lieutenant,
and I was a step below him; we were extreme-
ly attached to each other, and he made me his
confident in many matters, but particularly in
his love affairs.

"You," has he often said to me, "if your for-

tune was made, would devote yourself exclu-
sively to the fair sex; you would be their slave

they might lead you like an infant; whereas;
although I revere and love them, yet I know
organization sufficiently well, not to allow my-

self to be ruled exclusively by them. "Besides,"
he continued, striking his hand upon his brow,
"I have here something that occupies me above
all things else."

Bonaparte was, however, of that organization
to feel peculiarly the power of .voman-- . One
evening he stopped before me, and said with pe-

culiar gravity of voice,
"Louis, I am in love."
"In lore," I repeated.
"Yes, and deeply in love, too, with a little

girl who lives in a small house behind the ram-

parts. She has nothing but her beauty, which
is most striking. She possesses, besides, a fine

mind, full of intelligence and I have passed
hours listening to her and looking with intense
admiration at her soft and witching brown eyes,
and her round and graceful form; and above all,
she has ti e nost exquisite ha da and feet I ever
saw.

"And she doubtless loves you?"
"Yes, she does, as Italians only can love;

for she is a Florentine; she loves without meas-

ure, without reason, and without affectation;
not as high-bor- n women love,for they fiist prac-

tise their" tender glances in a mirror, in order
to assume themselves that they are lrresista-ble- "

"She would be a charming mistress for you,
said I, laughing.

"No, truly, he replied, "tins gin nas a ino
ther, who has an immense power over me Her j

husband was of a very high family, and sacrifi
ced all to marry her,forthe girl'svirne wasstron
ger than his inducements to err. The father is
sincedead.and the mother is indefatigable in pre-

serving the girl upright and pure; and truly she
taken the best means w ith me, tor she has given
me her confidence. The other evening, after
having sent the girl away, she said to me, 'Bo-

naparte, you love my daughter, Naddi?' I an-

swered not: and she repeated the question, 'Dp
you not love Naddi?' Then you must not cofflfe

again here, or if you do, you must swear to me,
upon your sword, which has achieved greet arid
noble actions and I shall believe you that yrJb
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will respect my child, and not induce her to take
any step that would subvert the Iesons of mo-
rality and wisdom which I have toiled to impress
upon ner. one has nothing to depend upon
but the labor of my hands, as her own are yet
unskilled in industry. And I have sworn to her
father, whose early death was caused by his
love forme, and the cruel alienation of his fa-
ther, that I would at least insure him this dow
ry, that his daughter should be as pure and ir-
reproachable as her mother was; and that, al-
though her position was humble, her virtue
should be unblemished. A I tell you this, more-
over, that if she forgets those lessons so dearly
purchased, I shall not forget my Italian stillet-to- :

therefore, do not try the girl beyond her
strength. And as it is my duty to remove her
from danger, you must, therefore, either absent
yourself, or swear solemnly, as I shall dictate
to you.

"I have sworn," Continued Bonaparte; "andt
in fact, I no longer wish to see Naddi; I no
longer seek her, but have endeavored to avoid
all contact with her in the absence of her moth-
er. But I am miserable and unhaoDv "

For several davs Bonaparte was "full of care
nd sadness, At length he aked what I tho't

"Trying solelv for love.
"That all depeuds upon circumstances?,'' I

replied; "if a man has no ambition, it is a hap-
py destiny; but he who has ambition, such a
you possess, should never make a love match
lor by that step he cuts away the ladder by
which he can alone ascend to any height."

"True, true," he said, "very true. I w as two
day Without seeipg ter. The third sh- - wrote
to me, praying that I would go and see her, a
she was very ill very ill. Well, I went."

"I like Dot speaking of myself,'' he continu-
ed; "and above all, on those subjects w h ch
draw us iuto our second cltil ;hrod, but I foe the
want of confidante, as t this particular moment
1 feel rather miserable:

"When I called upon Naddi, the widen v. a
not at home, so that I had all the danger of t'

a tcte to go through with a girl martiy at-
tached to me. For a considerable time 1 kept
at the other end of the apartment, replying br.ei-l- y

to her charming and innocent railen ; but
suddenly she began to weep, and reproac h tun
for my indifference. I endeavored to console
her, and, in my excitement, I promised every
thing, even to devote my life to her happiness;
when Naddi, rising from her seat with dignity,
laid her hand upon the hilt of my sword, em-
phatically exclaimed, 'swear by that, that you
will make me your wife.' A cold shudder pasn-e- d

through my frame; the bright and ambitious
dreams of my whole life passed vididly before
my ejses; I saw my madness, ana happily had
strength enough to be honest, and I answered
her I could not swear.
"Thesedevils of women," continued the young

Napoleon, "stop at nothing when they once
love. Notwithstanding my refusal, she con-
tinued her endearments, but quickly disenga-
ging herself, I had courage to rush from her
presence. A few steps from thaJiouse I en- -

Lcountered her mother, to whom I related all.
She thanked with gratitude, and entreated of me
never to see .Naai again, 'l know,' she eo
tinued, 'that I am dooming my poor
misery; but I cannot help it, if she
here, she will die; but if I could return
rence, the journev, and the new
would encounter might effect her cure.'

"If you prove to me," I said, "that you real
ly approve ot my conduct, and esteem me as
friend, you will accept from me what will
ble you to return to Florence. But you mu
not tell Naddi to chase me altogether from hd
heart. Oh! L.ouis, if you had seen how she
grasped my hand, and looked her tearful thanks.
This morning 1 sent her three months' pay,
which I have borrowed without knowing how i
shall be able to repay it."

And yet this man, without fortune, almost in
' 1,1 r.oTnmru'ded the whole"V annv, and was

seated upon a throne, w titcn laiaeu'-tutt- i vtmi
above the rank of the Emperor. I have since
occasionally spoken to him of Naddi.

"Ah!" he has said upon these occasions, "that
was one ofthe truest and strongest loves I have
ever felt; but then I was a poor lieutenant." '

I find it difficult to stop myself on this sub-

ject, for I would fain continue to speak of my
hero of the man whose mind was so grand,
and yet so simple who understood every thing
in a word, and saw all around him in a glance.
Still he had his dreamy hours, and sleepless
nights, but he quickly aroused himself, and be-

came strong and more active, Eu
rope by his example, and embellishing Paris
that Paris of which he was so proud; and fa-

tiguing whole regiments with his indefatigable
exertion, only leaping offhis horse to mark down
the new victories which he had achieved over
his enemies. Yet the moral is a painful one
what is fame and glory? Belinda.

Beautiful Scene.
J. R. Chandler, editor of the Philadelphia ed

States Gazette, describes the following
exquisite scene. It is more beautiful,
touchingly pure than the purest dream. He
was walking in the late watches of the night,
when the stars were vet bright in the heavens
the earth fresh and fragrant with the night dew,
and the great ocean, on whose shores he wan-
dered, pealing its solemn hymn through the
starlight darkness, when he saw this holy scene.
There was no star in the heavens brighter than
the fervent aspirations of the simple hearted 1
sailor; and his prayer was in God's ear, louder j
and more sublime than the roaring of the great
ocean.

At length a repeated remark drew my atten-
tion towards the bank; looking over the verge
of which I saw an elderly man in a rough dress,
with a small boy by his side.

"Why not?" inquired the sailor.
"Because you called me 6o earnestly, and

bade me meet you on the beach, as soon as I
could get dressed."

"It should not have been neglected," said the
old man.

"I should think," said the boy, with an ap-

pearance of great deference, "that you couid a
not have been up long."

"No, I had just risen when I called you."
There was a pause of a few moments, which

the old man broke by saying
"We are quite early, and perhaps the duty

omitted by both of ns in the house may be dis-

charged here. We will scarcely work the
worse for it to day."

The speaker then took off a glazed hat, and
displayed a head slightly bald; the long mottled
hair upon its ri les trembled in the slight bree2e
that set in from the ocean. The younger also
laid aside his hat, and both knelt upon the sand.
In a solemn tone the father commenced his mor-

ning's devotion. I could not catch a)l
words; but here and there, when speci '

nestnesp, marked the request, 1 could d
ly hear each eyllablo. Th Unguagc w
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